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To understand the meaning of Asha, which is crucial for
Zarathushtra's system, we must consider its opposite, Druft
which is the one name beyond all others for Evil in the Gathas.
The doctrine of Evil in general we must return to presently,
but here we must note that the whole of Evil is concentrated
in Falsehood. This was probably an inherited element of the
teaching : the prominence of Truth in the theory of Persian
ethics is well known, and we remember how Darius uses
drauga,* lie/ and its corresponding verb as the regular terms
for evil, by which he means rebellion against himself. Since
in Sanskrit and in the Later Avesta the word is a general one
for ' fiend', it might be urged that the more special meaning,
perfectly certain in Gathic and Old Persian, is a development.
But cognates in other Indo-European languages, and especially
our own, seem to prove that the connotation of ' deceit * was
there from the first. In that case it is striking that half
a millennium before the great Prophet of the Exile we should
have so emphatic an anticipation of the declaration that he
who worships a lower ideal than he knows or might know is
coming before God with a Lie in his right hand.

For the further development of Zarathushtra's doctrine of
God we must follow up the concept of the Ahuro or Lords,
whom the next age crystallized into archangels, under the
class name of AmHa Sptnta (Ameshaspands in Pahlavi) or
' Immortal Holy Ones '-1 If we start from these later pre-
suppositions, we cannot help reading the Gathas with some
surprise and misgiving. These archangels are perpetually
placed on the same level as Ahura Mazdah. The second
personal pronoun is used in the plural, in phrases like 'ye,
O Mazdah and Asha*. The very first page of the Gathas
gives us a typical instance:

I would praise you, as never before, Right, and Good Thought, and
Mazdah Ahura, and those for whom Piety makes an imperishable
Dominion grow: come ye to my help at my call. ( Ys. 283,)

1 Or * Beneficent', see below, p. 28,